Brown bowel syndrome: case report and review.
Brown bowel syndrome is characterized by deposits of lipofuscin in the tunica muscularis of the small intestine. Its etiology is associated with chronic malabsorption resulting in a deficiency of vitamin E. This hypovitaminosis is believed to cause a mitochondrial myopathy secondary to loss of the antioxidant properties of vitamin E, which further worsens the malabsorption and leads to atonic, dilated segments of bowel. Current treatment options involve nutritional supplementation, surgical resection of the affected segments, and intestinal transplantation.